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PALM SUNDAY - Year C
Readings next weekend Easter Sunday Yr C: Acts 10:34. 37 -43, Col 3:1-4, Jn 20:1-9

THE SECRET HIDDEN FROM THE AMORAL
According to the Bible, there’s a secret that’s hidden from the amoral, known only by the virtuous.
The Book of Wisdom tells us that when we are not virtuous we do not know the hidden counsels of
God, nor do we grasp the recompense of holiness, nor discern the innocent soul’s reward.”
How true! How hard it is to know, existentially grasp, actually believe, that virtue is its own reward
and the highest happiness. We envy the amoral and pity virtue. Nikos Kazantzakis once remarked
that virtue sits itself on the highest branch on a tree, looks out at all it has missed, and weeps.
What’s to be said about this? Who ultimately misses out on life?
A generation ago, Piet Fransen wrote a classic book on grace (The New Life of Grace) which for years
was a standard textbook in seminaries and theology schools. He begins his treatise on grace this
way. Imagine a man who is entirely careless about all things moral and spiritual. His only interest is
his own pleasure. He lives for pleasure, ignoring all the commandments. He has multiple sexual
affairs, never denies himself any pleasure available to him, and lives like this for his whole life until,
just before his death, he realizes his irresponsibility, repents of his ways, makes a good confession,
and dies in the arms of God and the church.
Fransen then makes this comment. If, even for a minute, you felt some envy (“The lucky guy, he got
away with this his whole life and then dies and still gets to go to heaven!”) you have never really
understood grace. Rather you are like the older brother of the prodigal son, angry with God for
welcoming back a wayward son who had forsaken him to pursue a life of pleasure while you, the
faithful son or daughter, have stayed home and dutifully renounced many pleasures to be faithful.
When we are the older, duty-laden brother or sister of the prodigal son, virtue is seldom felt to be its
own reward, nor indeed a reward of any kind. Mostly no one believes the hidden counsel of God that
the highest recompense is awarded for holiness and innocence of soul. Rather most of us stand
somewhat angry and bitter in our fidelity, envious of our unvirtuous brothers and sisters.
Why? If virtue is its own reward and the highest reward of all, why do we, like the older brother of the
prodigal son, so often envy the excitement and pleasure we imagine fills the lives of those who have
forsaken virtue for the pleasures of this world?
The reasons are complex. First, there’s human nature itself. We aren’t simply spiritual, faith-filled
beings, but also mammals, creatures of flesh and blood, with powerful innate instincts. There is a
strong unyielding part inside us that wants to taste every pleasure, irrespective of morality. That’s in
our hardwiring. Part of us finds it almost impossible not to envy those who give themselves over to
pleasure and, seemingly, get away with it.

Moreover, it’s precisely this part of us that does not understand grace or happiness. When the older
brother of the prodigal son expresses his frustration to his father, a frustration that does little to
conceal his secret envy, his father’s answer reveals the hidden counsel of God. The prodigal father
tells his elder son that they need to be happy that his brother has come back home because he was
dead. What might look to our human instincts as an enviable fling, a happy carefree time away from
morality, is not in fact a joyous, life-giving, happy thing at all, but a time of being dead to most
everything that constitutes actual happiness.
Superficially, it can look like the prodigal son got away with something, a fling, a free season of
pleasure, that we secretly wish we had enough nerve to do ourselves. However, as the image of
eating with pigs and growing desperate for the food in his father’s house graphically depicts, the
wayward son was, whatever the pleasures his prodigal life afforded him, far, far from happy. Sin, like
virtue, is also its own reward.
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When we envy the amoral, we have not yet understood grace or happiness. Should we die in this
ignorance, we will no doubt be a bit disconcerted when we get to heaven and meet an infamous
sinner there. After being faithful ourselves, we might angrily ask, “how did he get in here, given how
he lived his life?” Conversely, if we have understood grace and what makes for actual happiness, we
will instead feel both gratitude and relief in seeing that infamous sinner and say instead, “God, I’m
glad he made it! I was worried about him.”
Sin is its own punishment and virtue is its own reward. At the end of the day, nothing feels better
than virtue and nothing feels worse than sin. However, that doesn’t make easy peace with our
natural instincts; it’s a truth that can only be grasped by living it
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

EASTER CEREMONIES 2022
Holy Thursday - NO Morning Mass - Set up for Holy Thursday commences at 10am
Holy Thursday Mass at 7pm with Adoration until 10pm

Good Friday -

10 am Stations of the Cross followed by Reconciliation until 12 noon
3pm Good Friday Service

Easter Saturday - NO Morning Mass Set up for Vigil at 10am
Easter Vigil begins at the Easter Fire in the Memorial Garden.
For those who do not want to stand around outside for the Easter fire, this will
be shown inside the church.
All Easter Services will be live-streamed.
Easter Sunday - Our Lady of Hope Chapel at 9am
St David’s Church 10.30am

Please note: NO 7am Morning Mass Easter Sunday
OBLATE NEWS - New Appointments 2022
Fr Eric Alleaume - Provincial Treasurer and Director of MAMI
Fr David Francis - Parish Administrator of St John Vianney’s Parish for 1 year
Fr Tony Maher - Spiritual Director of St Mary’s Scholasticate until Easter 2023
Fr Harry Dyer - Rosies Victoria Board
These appointments commence 18th April 2022
New Planned Giving Envelopes - Envelopes are available from the foyer. Please take your set home
today. If you wish to join the Parish Planned Giving either by using weekly envelopes, Direct Giving or
Credit Card giving, please contact Denise at the Parish Office.
Marian Procession Date Claimer: Sunday, 22 May 2022 at 2.00pm
This year, in support of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters, the image that will lead our procession is
Vyshhorodska - Mother of God carried by the Ukrainian Community in Adelaide.
I ask that each parish be represented behind their banner and Parish Priests encourage as many
parishioners to attend as possible. Assembly of Parishes will begin at 1.30pm and the procession will
follow at 2.00pm.
Those who wish to can book in online via this link www.trybooking.com/BPJAN. The Procession will
take place in the Main Arena however if the weather is inclement, the procession will be moved to the Wayville
Pavilion.

DIARY DATES
Liturgy Meeting: Tuesday 12th April at 7pm for Easter planning
Holy Thursday - No Morning - Mass at 7pm followed by Adoration until 10pm
Good Friday - 10am Stations of the Cross followed by Reconciliation until 12 noon
3pm Good Friday Service
Easter Saturday - No Morning Mass - Vigil Mass at 7pm
Easter Sunday - 9am Mass at OLOH and 10.30am Mass at St David’s
Please note there is NO 7am Mass Easter Sunday.

Chrism Mass
We welcome all to celebrate Mass of the Oils on Monday
April 11 at St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral at 6pm.
Due to the lifting of density requirements, no bookings
will need to be made to attend Mass. However, please
note NO onsite car parking will be available. If you
would like more information regarding this event, please
contact the Events Office on P: 8210 8220.
PROJECT COMPASSION
Marian Procession Volunteering
The Archdiocesan Events Office is currently seeking
volunteers to support at the Marian Procession in a range
of roles. If you are available and willing to help, please
contact E: events@adelaide.catholic.org.au or
P: 8210 8220. The event is being held on Sunday May 22
at the Adelaide Showgrounds beginning at 2pm.

Boxes to be returned to the church on Holy Thursday
or any other Mass immediately after Easter.
Receipts will be available in May.

You can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from the foyer, by
visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.

Caritas Australia Ukraine Appeal
Our long-standing partner, Caritas Ukraine, is on the
ground providing shelter, food, clean water, medicine
and psychological support. Donate now to help the
people of Ukraine. Donate today at
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413 toll free.
Keep up to date on how Caritas agencies are responding
to this crisis - www.caritas.org.au/ukraine-news

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements:

Tinned Spaghetti, Cereal, Tea Bags, Tinned Green Beans,

Long Life Milk
Pooraka Hub
Vinnies has embarked on a new model of conference which commenced in March 2022. Through the generous offer of
Landlord Joe Dimasi, the Society was offered a small shop in Desmond Ave Pooraka on a two year peppercorn lease.
While it was too small as a Vinnies shop it has provided an exciting opportunity for assisting companions face to face. The
location is within a 30 minute bus ride of companions residing in the Salisbury, Para Hills, Clearview, Prospect/Kilburn,
Modbury, Tea Tree Gully, Dernancourt and Greenacres/Walkerville conference areas. Companions will be able to receive food
and assistance with bill payments. The latter has been difficult due to many conferences operating virtually during Covid.
Operations have commenced, and current opening hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. This
may change as Vinnies gains greater awareness in the area. In the first week we assisted 10 companions.
Volunteers from the surrounding conferences are assisting, but as always new volunteers are always needed and welcome.
If you would like to get involved, please contact Northern Region President Neil Dwiar on 0402 345 493, or
email ndwiar@svdpsa.org.au

Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 9 April

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 9: 9.15 am 5.30pm - Luigi Di Fava -RIP
Sunday 10: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am Monday 11: 9.15am Tuesday 12: 9.15am Wednesday 13: 9.15am Thursday 14: HOLY THURSDAY - NO MORNING MASS
Friday 15: GOOD FRIDAY - STATIONS OF THE CROSS 10AM

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover, Noel Lanigan

EASTER VIGIL BATTERY CANDLES
Battery operated pencil candles are now for sale
from the main foyer of St David’s. These candles
are used at the Easter Vigil Mass. The cost is $4.
Cash sale only. They are available for purchase
from today or at the Vigil Mass.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Elsie Murphy, Hendra Suwandi, Betty Dwiar, Elizabeth Adams,
Suchita Pappas, William McWilliams, Bernard O’Rourke,
Mary Fogarty, Vera Harker, Alexandria Burke, Thomas Harford,
Keith Connell

Cleaners Roster: 12-14 April - Group 2
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for April— M Perry
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –17/4- Group 4

EASTER DONATION ENVELOPES
These are available from the foyers.
EASTER FLOWER MONEY
Easter is now upon us and we are looking for money donations for flowers and
decorations for our Easter ceremonies. If you could donate a small amount for us to
purchase the flowers that we require, please place your donation in an envelope
marked ‘FLOWERS’ and place onto the collection plate or drop it into the office during
the week. Money donations are needed before Wednesday 13th April.
Thank you so much to those who have already given us donations towards flowers.
On behalf of the Liturgy team

