Tea Tree Gully Parish - St David’s Catholic Church
Incorporating - Our Lady of Hope Chapel - Greenwith

8264 4694

Under the care of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate
email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

20 March, 2022

3rd Sunday of Lent - Year C
Readings next weekend 4th SUNDAY OF LENT Yr C: Jos 5:9 -12, 2 Cor 5:17-21, Lk 15:1-3. 11-32

LENTEN ASHES
We enter the season of Lent by putting ashes on our foreheads. What’s symbolized here? Perhaps
the heart understands better than the head because more people go to church on Ash Wednesday
than on any other day of the year, including Christmas. The queues to receive the ashes in many
churches are endless. Why? Why are the ashes so popular?

Their popularity, I suspect, comes from the fact that, as a symbol, ashes are blunt, primal, archetypal,
and speak the language of the soul.
Something inside of us knows exactly why we take the ashes. No doctor of any kind needs to explain
this. Ashes are dust, soil, humus; humanity and humility come from these. Ashes have always been a
major symbol inside all religions. To put on ashes, to sit in ashes, is to say publicly and to yourself
that you are in a penitential mode, that this is not “ordinary time” for you. Smudging oneself with
ashes says that this is not a season of celebration for you, that some important work is going on
inside you, and that you are, metaphorically and really, in the cinders of a dead fire, waiting for
something fuller in your life.
All of this has deep roots. There’s something innate in the human soul that understands,
understands that every so often, one must descend, be smudged, lose one’s luster, and wait for
ashes to do their silent work. All ancient traditions, be they religious or mythical, abound with stories
of having to sit in the ashes. For example, we all know the story of Cinderella. This is a centuries-old,
wisdom-tale that speaks about the value of ashes in life. The name Cinderella itself speaks to this.
Literally, the name Cinderella means, “the young girl who sits in the cinders, the ashes.” Moreover,
as the tale makes plain, before the glass slipper is placed on her foot, before wearing the beautiful
gown, before going to the ball, before dancing with the prince, and before marrying him, there must
first be a period of sitting in the cinders, of being humbled, of being waiting patiently, while you are
being readied for a sublime joy and consummation. In the story of Cinderella, we can see a
spirituality of Lent.
Native American traditions too have always had an important place for ashes. In some Indigenous
communities, there was the concept that occasionally someone would have to spend time in the
ashes. Nobody knew why a specific person was called at a particular moment to sit in the ashes, but
everyone knew that this was a natural thing, that ashes do an important work in the soul, and that
eventually that person would return to his or her regular life and be better for having spent time in
the ashes.
To offer one example: Certain native communities used to live in what they called longhouses. A
longhouse was the communal building, in effect, the house for the whole community. A longhouse
was long, rectangular, with large sloping sides, with the center of the roof open so that this could
function as a natural chimney. Fires were kept burning, both for cooking and for warmth, along the
entire center of the longhouse. People gathered there, near the fires, to cook, eat, and socialize, but
they slept away from the fires, under the roofs that sloped down either side of the open center.
Every so often, a man or a woman for reasons they didn’t have to explain, would cease adhering to
the normal routine. Instead, he or she would, become silent, sit just off the fire in the ashes, eat very
sparingly, not social, not go outside, not wash, and not go to bed with the others, but simply sit in the
cinders.
Today we would probably diagnose this as clinical depression and rush that person off for
professional help. For their part, they didn’t panic. They saw this as perfectly normal, something
most everyone was called upon to do at one time or another. They simply let the person sit there in
the ashes until one day he or she got up, washed the ashes off, and began again to live a regular life.
The belief was that the ashes, that period of silent sitting, had done some important, unseen work
inside of the person. You sit in the ashes for healing.
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The church taps into these deep wells of wisdom when it puts ashes on our foreheads at the
beginning of Lent. Lent is a season for each of us to sit in the ashes, to spend our time, like
Cinderella, working and sitting among the ashes, grieving some of the things we’ve done wrong,
refraining from the dance, refraining from the banquet, refusing to do business as usual, but rather
waiting in patience as some silent growth takes place within us. Lent is a time to be still so that the
ashes can do their work.
And we need not understand exactly what the ashes are doing. They have a long history of being
very patient with us
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

New Planned Giving Envelopes - Envelopes are available from the foyer.
If you wish to join the Parish Planned Giving either by using weekly envelopes, Direct Giving or Credit
Card giving, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. Due to COVID and many parishioners no longer
coming to church, but the church still has running costs and maintenance to take care of, so please
consider Direct Giving or joining our Planned Giving Envelopes.
If your set of envelopes are not there please write your name on the sheet provided and Denise will
place them in the box the following week.
On behalf of Archbishop Patrick O’Regan,
I would like to communicate further information to you that as of 12:01am Saturday,
12th March 2022. The changes include:
•

Churches may return to full capacity.

•

Places of Worship are included in the list of Defined Public Activities, therefore
QR codes or sign-ins ARE STILL REQUIRED.

•

Masks are still mandatory.

Our schools have been asked to collect bread tags to support a fundraiser to fund wheelchairs in
South Africa . (you may of heard this on the radio) It’s a very simple way to get our students/ Parish
families to help others in need. These are recycled in Robe, SA .
Start collecting your bread tags and take them to St David’s church or the Chapel at our OLOH and
place into a container in the foyer. If you need more information visit this website:
www.ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements:

Tinned Soup, Cereal, Baked Beans, Tinned Meat & Veg

Vinnies has opened a new assistance centre at Pooraka and is seeking volunteers on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm to provide support to Vinnies' companions in
need.
Vinnies conference members are most welcome to volunteer to assist at the Hub.
Interested parishioners are also invited to participate in providing assistance at the new Pooraka Hub
and would be provided with training and support.
Further information can be obtained from myself or our Northern Regional President, Neil Dwiar either
by email
ndwiar@svdpsa.org.au or mobile 0402 345 493.
Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office

DIARY DATES
Stations of the Cross: Each Friday evening during Lent at 7pm at St David’s Church.

Anointing of the Sick Mass: Wednesday 23rd March at 9.15am Mass.
2nd Rite of Reconciliation: Tuesday 5th April at 7pm at St David’s Church.

Dear sisters and brothers,
Re: Emergency Flood Appeals
Grace and peace, I hope this note finds you well.
In recent weeks, heavy rain has submerged some part of New South Wales and Queensland affecting many people and
families. You may personally know people who have been affected.

The Appeals available are:
1. The Diocese of Lismore have launched its 2022 Flood Appeal for people who would like to donate in support of Northern
NSW. Details can be found here:
Catholic Diocese of Lismore (lismorediocese.org)
2. The St Vincent de Paul Society has launched Emergency Flood Appeals for those affected so they can begin to assist with
immediate needs. Details of this Appeal can be found here:
Flood appeal - St Vincent de Paul Society - Good Works (vinnies.org.au)
I ask that you inform your communities of these Appeals.
Further to this, it could be a opportune time to inform and educate people around the affects of climate change and the
importance of an integral ecology.
We continue to offer our prayers and support for those affected by this situation.
In Domino,

+Pat O’Regan
Archbishop of Adelaide
PROJECT COMPASSION
Caritas Australia Ukraine Appeal
The war in Ukraine is an escalating
humanitarian crisis. In a matter of
days, over a million people have been
forced from their homes and at least
400 civilians have lost their lives.
Many are seeking refuge in Poland
and surrounding countries. Longstanding partner, Caritas Ukraine, is
on the ground, supporting people in
need during this humanitarian crisis. Your urgent
support today will help provide critical assistance
including emergency shelter, food, clean water,
transportation services and psychological support to
people affected by this crisis. Donate today at
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413 toll
free.
You can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from the foyer, by
visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.

https://demazenodfamily.com.au/lenten-resource-2022/

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily

Weekday Mass times: Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office

Mass Intentions for week commencing 19 March

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 19: 9.15 am - Maria Chomyk -RIP
5.30pm - Maree Lanigan -RIP
Sunday 20: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am - John Banning -RIP
Monday 21: 9.15am - NO MASS - Liturgy with Communion
Tuesday 22: 9.15am Wednesday 23: 9.15am - Jennifer Heldna -RIP
Thursday 24: 9.15am - Sergio Castaldi -RIP
Friday 25: 9.15am - Stefan Pawkiszewski - RIP

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo

Ethical Easter Eggs
Please refer to the message below from Australian
Catholic Religious Against the Trafficking of Humans:
As Easter is fast approaching, ACRATH is calling for
everyone to consider the ethical dimensions of their
purchases and make sure your Easter chocolate is
slavery free. As Pope Francis says:
‘Every person ought to have the awareness that
purchasing is always a moral – and not simply an
economic – act.’ ACRATH has compiled resources and
advice to help you ensure growers and consumers in the
chocolate supply chain has a Happy Easter. Included
within the resources is a document giving notices for
your parish, school or workplace bulletin for the weeks
of Lent leading up to Easter. Click here to find the
resources.
Can’t find Ethical Easter Eggs in your local
supermarket? Find Slavery-free chocolate at leading
supermarkets, Aldi or Haighs. Look for chocolate with
one of these logos:

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Betsy VanKaathoven, Maria Lisowska, John Cleary, Pat Hayden,
William Bye, Elizabeth Sinclair, Thomas Preiss, Milly Campagnolo,
Jim Pilkington, Brian McAuliffe, Waleed Bakos, Matthew Geraghty,
Frank O’Dea, Maree Lanigan, Daisy McErlean, George Flannigan,
Jan Butler, Francis Coppinger

R . I . P . Sergio Castaldi, Brother-in-law of Mirella Furlan.
Deepest sympathy to Mirella and family.

Cleaners Roster: 22-24 March - Group 4
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for March - T Knight
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –27/3 - Group 1

Baptisms:
Zivah Jane & Tyrah Mae Marks, twins of Stephen &
Charina Marks

Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe

policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan
Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

