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Why is There Something Instead of Nothing?

The Belgian theologian Jan Walgrave, who directed my doctoral thesis, was a true intellectual and a rare
one. True, in that his thought naturally, instinctually gravitated towards the huge philosophical questions
of essence and existence. Why are we here? Who are we really? Moreover, he was also a rare intellectual
in that he was an uncommon mixture of hard intellectual scrutiny and childlike piety. He could be equally
disarming both in his intellectual sophistication and in his childlikeness.
In one of our meetings, he asked me this, “Do you ever sit on a park bench and ask yourself, why is there
something instead of nothing?” I answered honestly, “In truth, I can’t ever remember doing that very
explicitly. Like everyone else, I often wonder where we came from and how there is a God behind all of
this, but I have never very explicitly contemplated your question.” “Well,” he replied, “then you are not a
philosopher! He went on, “I think about this question all the time; it is the most important of all
questions.” (He consoled me for the fact that I could never be a true philosopher by telling me that I had a
“fertile mind”, which he told me is its own gift.)
Why is there something instead of nothing? Surely, that is the ultimate question. How did it all begin?
Who or what was there at the beginning and started it all? Moreover, where did this who or what come
from, who gave it a beginning?
Contemporary science cannot answer that question. It can tell us what happened at the origins of our
universe, the Big Bang, but that doesn’t get us any nearer answering the bigger question, namely, who or
what gave origin to that initial explosion nearly fifteen million years ago that lies at the origins of our
universe and gave birth to billions of galaxies? How was this force itself in existence?
As people of faith, we believe it was God and believe that God had no beginning. However, that can
neither be conceptualized nor imagined. What gave birth to God? No matter whether we believe in God or
not, we are all still left with the question, Walgrave’s question, “why is there something instead of
nothing?” Moreover, that question is complicated further by the fact that creation, at least vast segments of
it, have a clear intelligent design. Given that fact, the most credible postulate vis-à-vis who or what lies at
the origins of everything, demands that this something or someone (from which everything takes its
origins) is not some blind, brute force but one that is highly intelligent and personal.
Thomas Aquinas, who did have a true philosophical mind, once proposed a number of logical arguments
to try to “prove” that God exists. Among his arguments, we find this one: Imagine walking down a road
and finding stone on the ground and asking yourself, ‘who put that stone there?’ You could simply
conclude that it has always been there and think no further about it. However, imagine walking down a
road and finding a clock that is still keeping time, and asking yourself, ‘who put that clock there?’ In this
case, you could not simply say it has always been there and leave it at that. Why? Because the clock has a
clear intelligent design that demands that some intelligence designed it. As well, it is still keeping time,
which means that it could not always have been there. Someone put it there, and at some clear point in
time. Thus, Aquinas concluded that since many things in the universe have an intelligent design, there
must be an intelligent designer at its origins.
Today most people might consider that logic a bit naïve, but perhaps the naiveté is on their part. Someone
no less than Albert Einstein affirmed this: The harmony of natural law reveals an intelligence of such
superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting of human beings is utterly
insignificant reflection.
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He is right, and the harmony he speaks of is not just the unfathomable ecological harmony that the various
elements of the physical world appear to have with each other and how nature continues to regenerate itself
despite everything we do to destroy its ecology. Further still, that harmony of natural law (as Einstein calls
it) also includes an undeniable oneness between the laws of nature and the moral order. The law of karma
and the law of nature are one and same thing, all of one piece, as is the law of gravity and the Holy Spirit.
The physical and the moral are part of a single symphony. The air we breathe out into the universe is the
air we are going to inhale – physically and morally. Rarely do I sit on a park bench and ask myself, “why is
there something instead of nothing?” But then as Jan Walgrave said, I’m not a philosopher. My hope is that
this little excursion into philosophy isn’t proof of that!
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI
ROSTERS
Rosters for Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, commentators and musicians, will be renewed over the next 3 weeks.
If you wish to become a minister for one of the Masses at St David’s Church, please contact the Parish Office.
These new rosters commence September and go through until end of November. If you are currently rostered
and know that you will be unavailable between these dates, please advise Denise so that your name can be left
off over these weeks.
CLEANERS ROSTERS
New Church cleaning rosters are now available. Most have been emailed to the volunteers, however there are a
few without email address, and these rosters are in the wall basket near the kitchen area of the church foyer
with your name on the front. We are still in need of a couple of cleaners, so if you can help, please contact
Denise
ORDINATION OF PRIESTHOOD
I have been asked to place into the Bulletin, a note of ’Thanks’ for livestreaming , from many
parishioners who could not attend the Ordination and the Thanksgiving Mass of Fr Joshua. Many could
not attend due to COVID, Flu or other reasons. We are pleased that so many of you watched these
special Ceremonies and were able to join with us and Fr Joshua to celebrate his memorable time.
Website News www.stdavidsttg.org.au
Links to the Ordination of Fr. Joshua and his Mass of Thanksgiving are now on our YouTube Channel.
Photos from Fr Joshua’s Ordination are in our Photo Gallery (under the ‘Our Parish’ menu).

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Long Life Milk, Tinned Beetroot
Values of the St Vincent de Paul Society
Commitment - Loyalty in service to our mission, vision and values
Compassion - Welcoming and serving all with understanding and without judgement
Respect - Service to all regardless of creed, ethnic or social background, health, gender or political opinions
Integrity - Promoting, maintaining and adhering to our mission, vision and values
Empathy - Establishing relationships based on respect, trust, friendship and perception
Advocacy - Working to transform the causes of poverty and challenging the causes of human injustice
Courage - Encouraging spiritual growth, welcoming innovation and giving hope for the future
Ruth Davey - President TTG Conference.

DIARY DATES
Planned Giving Envelopes: Please remember to take your new set with you today. They commence next
weekend.
Cleaners Rosters: Available from wall basket near kitchen in foyer.
St Vincent de Paul Meeting: Wednesday 3rd August at 7pm in foyer.
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: Thursday 4th August at 7.30pm
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 18th August at 11am
Oblate Annual Retreat: Being held in Melbourne from 21st August through to Friday 26th August.
ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARY
If you or someone you know is celebrating a significant
anniversary this year, we invite you to let the Parish Office
know of their details so they can be acknowledged at the
Anniversaries Mass on Sunday 18 September 2022 to be
held in our Parish at the 10.30am Mass.
Names and details need to be given to the parish by the end
of August, to allow time for the Archdiocese to acknowledge
with a certificate.
Music In The Liturgy – Office For Worship
The Office for Worship will be hosting a course for all
music ministers and choir leaders in the diocese next
month. ‘Music in the Liturgy’ will help participants
understand some of the history of liturgical music and learn
appropriate ways to select music for preparation of Catholic
Masses and other liturgical celebrations. It will be held on
Thursday evenings, starting August 18, in the Cathedral
Hall. Contact the Office for Worship on 8210 8130 or
worship@adelaide.catholic.org.au for more details.
Women’s Afternoon Retreat – Mary MacKillop Precinct
You are warmly invited to join our Women’s Afternoon
Retreat on the theme of ‘A New Season’ on Sunday August
7, 2022 from 1pm - 5pm at Bethany Centre, Mary MacKillop
Precinct, 4 High St, Kensington. We will have talks, a
guided reflection on the seasons of life, personal quiet time
and afternoon tea. Please register by August 3 for our
planning. A suggested donation is $20 (to cover costs). For
more information and to register please contact Rachel
Fleurant MGL E: rachelfleurant.mgl@gmail.com or Petranel
Ferrao
E: petranelferrao@gmail.com

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
Your new set of Envelopes are available for
collection. They commence next weekend
We ask you to please take the time to
consider giving into the Parish Collection via
Direct Debit (this is money taken from your
savings account each week, fortnight or
month, which ever you prefer) or via Credit
Card (this is taken from your Credit Card
Account each week, fortnight or month,
which ever you prefer). To have this done
we need you to fill out a form which can be
downloaded from our webpage or phone or
email Denise and one can be sent to you via
email or post. You must fill out your details
and then this information is given to our
bank to act on.
Please, as we are an Oblate Parish, we ask
that you avoid using the Archdiocesan App.
This app is not free for us to have as a form
of giving. The Parish is actually charged by
the Archdiocese for this service.
NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS WEKK
Nest weekend throughout the Church in Australia
we celebrate National Vocations Awareness Week.
We acknowledge the unique call or vocation that
God has for each of us through our Baptisms.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction – this coming
Saturday, the 6th of August, after morning Mass until the end of
Reconciliation.
Come & spend some time with Jesus…..who gave us ALL of His time.
Pray for peace…His peace.
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Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 30 July

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 30: 9.15am 5.30pm - Phyllis Antony -RIP
Sunday 31: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am - Joseph Davoli -RIP
Monday 1: 9.15am Tuesday 2: 9.15am Wednesday 3: 9.15am Thursday 4: 9.15am Friday 5: 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams,
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover,
Ros Rimmer, Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin,
Helen Ford, Kate Hampton

If you would like to have the weekly Bulletin
emailed to you, please send your email id to the
parish to have your name added to the list.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Joseph Gibson, Pat L’Estrange, Andrew Chan, Richard Scott, Jack Rickard,
Hilda Furlong, Keith Byrne, Julian Subotkiewicz, Elizabeth Powell, Stan
Davey, Theodore Waller, Mary Williams, Elizabeth McGrail, Gerard Duval,
Vernon & Joy Berriman, George Johnson, Bert Davies, Dorothy Bignell,
Pater McKenna

Cleaners Roster: 3-5 August - Group 3

Baptisms: 31st July
Lucas Martin, son of Timothy and Helen

please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for August - J Bament
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –7/8- Group 5

Religious Education Classes for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to
attend Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation,
2022, Confirmation and First Communion 2023.
Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page and return to the office before the commencement date.
Commencement date: Thursday 15th September from 3.45pm until 5pm. All classes are held in the
Gerard Room with a qualified teacher. Children are asked to bring their pencil cases with them to these
classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year. Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. 8264 4694

Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

